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About twenty-five leagues from here is the village
of the Zamarouas. This is a Mission which was at
first intrusted to Father Pinet, whose zeal and whose
labors were so greatly blessed by God that I myself
am witness that his Church could not contain the
multitude of Savages who came to it in crowds.
This Father had as his successor Monsieur Bergier, a
Priest from the Seminary of the Missions étrangeres.
Having learned that he was dangerously sick, I
immediately went to assist him. I remained eight
entire days with this worthy Ecclesiastic; the care
that I took of him and the remedies which I gave
him, seemed gradually to restore him, so that,
believing himself better,—and knowing, besides, how
necessary my presence was to my own Mission, on
account of the departure of the Savages,— he urged
me to return to it. Before leaving him, I admin-
istered to him, by way of precaution, the holy
Viaticum; he instructed me as to the condition of his
Mission, recommending it to me in case that God
should take him away. I charged the Frenchman
who took care of the patient to inform us at once, if
he were in danger; and I retraced the way to my
Mission.

As it is only twenty-five leagues from one village
to the other, we sleep out-of-doors but once, provided
we make good progress; the meals that we take on
the way consist of some ears of corn and a small
piece of smoked beef, which we carry with us.
When we are hungry, we kindle a fire close by some
brook, so that we may have something to drink; we
roast the corn and the meat, and afterward we lie
down near the fire, turning now on one side, now on
the other, according as we need to warm ourselves.



